




A Day Well Spent

This series of charm necklaces is a tribute to 
Alasdair Gray's recreational activities, 
capturing the essence of how he cherished 
his time. 

The design includes text such as 'as I like us 
being' and 'only what I enjoyed doing was
worth living for.' reflecting his philosophy 
on life and leisure found in his ledger 
within AGA's collection. The necklaces 
incorporate various motifs from his work 
and paintings, providing a visual narrative 
of his artistic journey. Additionally, they 
celebrate his love for games, featuring 
elements inspired by chess and snakes and 
ladders.
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Alasdair often collected shells to commemorate a memorable day, many of which he incorporated 
into his artworks. The necklaces embody a unique approach, using real mussel shells to symbolize a 
cherished moment. 



Crafted with care, the necklaces are made from 
recycled metals and plastic, reflecting Gray's 
own approach to sustainability whilst 
honouring Alasdair's creative spirit. Each 
component is thoughtfully selected to create a 
piece that not only pays homage to his 
recreational pastimes but also tells a story of a 
day well spent. 

This is the final product of my creative 
response to my work placement at the 
Alasdair Gray Archive.  



While on placement at the Alasdair Gray Archive in 
2024, Curatorial Practice student at The University of Glasgow 
and Glasgow School of Art, Lori Baird developed 
a creative response to the archive, using her background 
in jewellery design and silversmithing.

Jewellery Design by: 
Lori Baird, 2024.

Formatting: Abby Carter, 2024.
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